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PRESS RELEASE 

The Collective against Impunity and Stigmatisation of Communities (CISC) was contacted on 

16 July 2022 by several witnesses and relatives of victims in the communes of Tenado and 

Zamo in the Centre-Ouest region. 

The testimonies reported several cases of abduction and forced disappearance of their relatives. 

In total, 21 people were abducted in the villages of Guigui, Bow and Tiogo around midnight. 

These consistent testimonies describe the presumed perpetrators of these abductions as being 

members of the Defence and Security Forces (FDS) who were wearing Burkina Faso army 

uniforms. 

However, since the forced disappearances of these victims, none of their relatives has been 

given an explanation of the reasons for the abductions, despite the steps taken with the 

administrative and security authorities. They do not even know where the abducted and 

disappeared persons are being kept. 

On 20 and 21 July 2022, the CISC sent representatives in Koudougou to discuss the situation 

with the regional authorities of the Centre-Ouest. Some guiding and clarifying elements were 

obtained at the end of these exchanges.  

Thus, the CISC, while encouraging the Republican forces, wishes to: 

-Urge some members of the Defence and Security Forces (FDS) to renounce the idea and 

practice of enforced disappearances or abductions without giving a minimum of explanations 

to the families. This behaviour is a very serious violation of human rights, causes terror and 

destroys trust between the population and the Defence and Security Forces who are supposed 

to protect them; 

-Congratulate the regional authorities, and in particular the Governor of the Centre-West region, 

who has shown himself to be available and sensitive to our approach, and has promised us 

feedback as soon as possible; 

-Call on all stakeholders to fight against stigmatisation, exclusion and inequity;  
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-Invite the authorities to treat with dignity all persons who were arrested in the areas controlled 

by the State in order to avoid pushing them towards the enemy camp; 

-Invite the administrative and military authorities to allow the relatives of the abducted victims 

to visit them in order to appease the situation of psychosis that prevails on the ground; 

-Request all the active forces of the region to get involved in the resolution of this crisis by 

organising a day of dialogue between the local populations in order to defeat the enemy's traps. 

-Invite the national authorities to put an end to the cases of enforced disappearances that are 

increasingly being recorded in several regions of Burkina. 
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